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MARCH MEETING

DATE :

	

Wednesday, March 14, 1979
8 :00 p .m .

PLACE :

	

Christ Church Cathedral
Sparks and Bay Streets

Built in 1872 to the design of King
Arnoldi, 'Christ Church has served as
Ottawa's Anglican Cathedral since 1896 .
The chancel, designed by architect A .J .
Hazelgrove, was added in 1932 . Visiting
royalty, heads of state, and resident
Governors-General all have worshipped in
Christ Church Cathedral .

Heritage Ottawa members are invited to
tour the building on March 14 .

APRIL MEETINGS

On April 18 and 25, two seminars will be
held on the topic of restoring and reha-
bilitating a heritage landscape : history,
research, and procedure. Susan Buggey, an
historian with the National Historic Sites
Branch of Parks Canada, and John Stewart,
a landscape architect with the Environ-
mental Services Branch of Parks Canada will
be the two speakers . Mark these two Wed-
nesdays on the calendar, and watch the
April Newsletter for details of time and
place.

W .E . Keenan, President

HERITAGE OTTAWA GALLERY

1SSN 0708-0506

Joan Mackie, Editor

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, DOORWAY

"Images of the Past" continues at the
Fraser Schoolhouse, 62 John Street . Open
weekends from 1 :00 to 5 :00, this exhibition
of old photographs of Ottawa has been
loaned by the National Photography Collec-
tion of the Public Archives of Canada .

HERITAGE OTTAWA . PO. Box 510, Stn . B , Ottawa, Ontario, KIP 5P6



A RESUME OF THE HERITAGE DAY MEETING

On Heritage Day (February 19) Heritage
Ottawa members were invited to hear a talk
by Marc Denhez, Research Director of Heri-
tage Canada, and author of the book
Heritage Fights Back .

Mr . Denhez, a Montreal lawyer, presented
some very informative facts concerning
problems which heritage conservationists
encounter when dealing with government
legislation .

BRIEF HISTORY

Heritage laws were first introduced in
Rome in 457 A .D . It was not until 1666
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example,--if you -own a $100 ;000 -building---By'

	

e end of the 19th 'century most Euro-
pean countries had followed suit with their

	

and you demolish it, you can claim a
own laws to protect heritage sites .

	

$100,000 deduction on your - Income Tax .
This $100,000 may be spread over a period
of up to 7 years .Aside from following the "Ancient Monuments

Act" of Britain, the closest Canada comes
to legislation of its own is in recognizing
a Treaty called the "World Heritage Conven-
tion" (1972) . Under the terms of the con-
vention, Canada committed herself (in 1974)
to "protect the heritage of this country"
by all legal and financial means at her
disposal .

HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS ACT

In 1919 the Federal Government passed the
"Historic Sites and Monuments Act" . But
because a law prohibiting any property
owner from demolishing his own building is
beyond the rights of the Federal Government,
the above Act has limited application .

Under the provisions of this Act the Federal
Government has the authority to erect a
plaque on a site stating its historical
significance . This they did with the Rideau
Street Convent from which example we can
see how little clout the "Historic Sites
and Monuments Act" has . If it~were today
decided to tear down Parliament Hill there
is nothing Canadians could do about it .

DPW HERITAGE POLICY

The Department of Public Works seems to be
recognizing its moral obligations through
its paper, the "DPW Heritage Policy" . This
Policy says that the Federal Government
undertakes a moral obligation not to tear
down historical buildings . . . unless certain
criteria are met .

This Policy is supposed' to include all
historically significant government-owned
buildings--builx--pr; or_r---
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BOOK REVIEW

Marc Denhez . Heritage Fights Back . Don
Mills : Fitzhenry and Whiteside Ltd ., 1978 .
286 pp ., many illus ., $9 .95 .

This book arose out of a 1975 meeting of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), where
it was decided to prepare a number of
studies on the ways in which various
member countries protect sites of architec-
tural and historic interest . Specifically,
the intention was to identify the legal,
financial and promotional explanations of
heritage conservation efforts in member
countries . Marc Denhez, Montreal lawyer

includes the Daly Building which has been
slated for demolition--by DPW, owners of
the building .
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INCOME TAX ACT

The Income Tax Act would seem to do much
in its turn to discourage interest in
heritage preservation .

According to the Act, when an owner of a
property demolishes his building, the
building has not been "disposed" of, it
has been "LOST" .

There are no tax benefits from disposing
of the building in any other way .

If the owner should decide to renovate
instead, he would be taxed on the increased
value of his property .

Canada is the only country in the . western
world which does not give tax credits for
renovations . We have created a tax
structure which almost forces property
owners to demolish rather than renovate .

The Federal Government announced on Heri-
tage Day that there will be a major study
into this matter . One wonders, however ;
how many buildings will be "lost" in the
-meantime.- - --
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THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT

"The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974" provides
temporary protection to a building in that
demolition may be delayed if the building
is designated under the terms of the act .
This gives a city council 90 days to decide
whether to grant demolition permits, follow-
ing which 180 days will elapse before the
owner has the right to demolish despite
efforts to the contrary .

POSTSCRIPT

It is unfortunate that, despite efforts on
the part of the Chairman of the Programme
Committee to provide Heritage Ottawa members
with an interesting and highly informative .
speaker for the Heritage Day Meeting, only
15 persons were in attendance . Five of the
audience were Board members .

Jennifer Roddick

and Research Director of Heritage Canada,,
undertook to relate the Canadian situation .

The author begins by reviewing the genesis
of the heritage movement in Canada . He
then examines the legal aspects of preser-
vation, including an overview of provincial
and local legislation and powers . The
resources available to groups and indivi-
duals are looked at, and the financial
techniques that can be applied are con-
sidered . The final section of the report
is a case study of the Gastown conservation
area of Vancouver .


